                                      Himalaya International School
                                               Practice Assignment-3 
                                                      Subject-English 
                                                            Class-8 

                                               Section-A Reading
 There is an old Arabic legend on how coffee was first discovered. Do you know it? Well, it is said that there was a goat herd in Arabia named Kabir. One day,  he found his goats running around in a very excited manner.  They had some red berries in their mouths which they had chewed off a shiny, dark-leafed shrub. So he thought to himself, “let me eat some too”, and after eating them he became as alert and active as his goats. He did not feel sleepy at all, and could stay awake all night taking care of his sheep. The other shepherds heard of these marvellous berries and quickly ate them up as well. 
In the early days, coffee beans were roasted and used as money. They were exchanged for other goods. That’s why coffee got the name ‘brown gold’ because it was as valuable as gold. People began to cultivate the coffee crop in their fields and that is how use of coffee spread. People started having coffee in different ways. The most common one was crushing the coffee and drinking it with hot water. Coffee plants have many species. Some are small shrubs while others, big trees. Coffee is grown on large estates as well as small forests. 
On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions that follow.
1.  The shepherd who discovered coffee by accident is believed to be from 

a) Brazil 
b) Egypt 
c) Arabia 
d) India 
2. What motivated him to taste the red berries was
a) the cries of happiness of his goats
b) the excited behaviour of his goats 
c) the calm appearance of his goats 
d) the cries of pain of his goats
3. The red berries made him 
a) alert and active 
b) sleepy 
c) confused 
d) violent 
4. Coffee was used as money. This meant coffee was 
a) used to buy gold 
b) served to anyone who came to exchange goods 
c) served in exchange for goods 
d) exchanged for other goods
5. Coffee was known as ‘brown gold’ because 
a) it was brown like gold 
b) it was brown in colour and as valuable as gold 
c) people used its seeds to make ornaments 
d) it was as precious as gold
6. The use of coffee spread when
a) people started drinking it
b) people began to use it as money 
c) people began to cultivate coffee crops 
d) both b & c 
7. The most common way of having coffee was 
a) to crush it and drink it with hot water 
b) to crush it and drink it with cold milk 
c) to crush it and drink it with cold water 
d) to crush it and drink it with hot milk
   
                                                  Section-B Writing 
Q2.  Write a message requesting donation of books to build a library for the government school in your area.
Q3. Write a report on the protest march undertaken by schools in the city advocating a safer city for women. 

                                             Section C Grammar 
Q4. Join the sentences using conjunctions.
a)  Harshit returned the camera. Harshit apologised for the delay. 
b) Rubina is a talented musician.
Rubina is a good photographer. 
c) The flood waters damaged the earthen dam. The flood waters contaminated the drinking water.
d) You should upload your photograph. You should send us a digital image. 
e) The new app is not user- friendly. The new app is not useful.  
f)  The stereo did not work. Tarun took it back to the shop. 
Q5. Transform the sentences from active to passive or vice versa.
a)  A heavy truck blocked the road.
b) Clara bought a new car.
c)  The painters are mixing the paint.
d) She has knitted this sweater.
e)  We are taught grammar by Mr Sen.
f) A new project will be assigned to you by the Manager.

                                            Section D Literature 
Q6. Give synonym for the word ‘make shift’.
Q7.  Why was the basket used by Keshav?
Q8. How did the children arrange food and water for the birds?
Q9.  Why was Keshav scared when they stood in front of Maa?
Q10. What was the first thing that the children did every morning?
